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Supporting America’s Military Through Every Season

As the landscape of our economy shifts, we
recognize that this is a season of uncertainty
for many. Families and individuals across the
country are feeling the impact of rising costs,
and the same holds true for our servicemen and
women and their families. Christian Military
Fellowship (CMF) has also been impacted, yet
we remain as committed as ever to supporting
the spiritual, emotional, and relational needs of
those who serve our nation.

For over 50 years, CMF has stood alongside
military personnel and their families, providing
not only a sense of community but also the

hope of Christ through tlmes of challenge and

joy. As our world changes, so do the needs of
the military families we serve, and, in re-
sponse, we have continued to expand our min-
istries and support services.

With this expansion has come new opportuni-
ties. Programs like our trauma healing ministry
and family support groups are reaching more
people than ever, offering practical tools, spir-

itual guidance, and Christ-centered encourage-
ment to those facing the unique pressures of
military life. Whether it’s helping a soldier find
peace after a difficult deployment or guiding a
spouse through the transition of PCS season,
CMF has been blessed to be a consistent source
of strength and comfort. (Cont. on Page 4)
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Call Yourself a Christian; Start Talking About Jesus

reach the gospel at all times; if neces-
sary, use words,” Saint Francis
of Assisi 1s supposed to have said.

The aphorism, often quoted, expresses a well- \

meaning viewpoint of many Christians today.

They are concerned that we’ve been too loud, !
demanding, and angry. Now, they say, we need |

to show the gospel by our lives.

It’s a good sentiment, and I certainly agree that
we need to demonstrate the gospel change in
our lives by caring for others. But there are two
problems with the Assisi quote.

First, he never said it.
Second, it’s really bad theology.

You see, using that statement is a bit like saying,
“Feed the hungry at all times; if necessary, use
food.” For Christians, the gospel is good
news—it’s what the word literally means. For
evangelicals, our name speaks of the commit-
ment to evangelism that defines us. The good
news needs to be told.

Yet, Christians, evangelicals included, seem to
love evangelism, as long as someone else is do-
ing it. It’s time for all of us to start preaching
our good news again.

Christianity Is a Missionary Faith.

It’s essential to understand that, regardless of

our personal comfort level, we are called to
share our faith because Christianity is a mission-
ary faith. Despite the change in our culture and
the way our faith is regarded, Christians are

commanded to tell people about Jesus.
In Matthew 4:19, Jesus called fishermen as his
first disciples and told them he would make
them “fishers of men.”

His disciples are still called to be fishers of men.

Even in our multi-faith environment, this calling
should not be offensive to those of other faiths
or no faith at all. Evangelism does not mean co-
ercion. We can and should respect each other
and strive for tolerance across varying beliefs,
but that does not require pretending those differ-
ences do not exist. One of the core beliefs of
Christianity is that Christianity should be propa-
gated.

It isn’t necessary for every Christian to rent a
stadium to proclaim the gospel to thousands.
Most Christians can gain a hearing for the gos-
pel while exchanging life stories at the coffee
shop, taking a meal to a hurting family or stand-
ing for justice in an unjust world.

What evangelism requires is that when we care
for a friend or speak out for a cause, we tell oth-
ers that our faith is the reason. We tell them the

good news that was told to us.
(Continued on page 3)
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People Are More Open Than We Think.

When speaking to his disciples about sharing
his message, Je-
sus said, “The
harvest is plenti-
ful, but the
workers are
few” (Matthew
9:37). The prob-
lem then and
now has always been about the lack of workers,
people who tell the news. It has never been
about the harvest—those who do not know
Christ. They are often more open to listening
than we expect.

Famous magician and outspoken atheist Penn
Jillette once talked on his video blog about an
encounter with a Christian who gave him
a Bible as a gift. Rather than be offended by it,
Jillette recognized the gesture for what it was—
concern for him. “How much do you have to
hate somebody to not proselytize?” Jillette
asked. “How much do you have to hate some-
body to believe that everlasting life is possible
and not tell them that?”

That’s a good question for many Christians to
answer today.

Lifeway Research, the Christian polling outlet
that I lead, found that 78% of those who do not
attend church said they, like Jillette, would be
willing to listen “if someone wanted to tell me
what she or he believed about Christianity.”
Younger people were even more likely to say
they would be willing to listen.

The harvest at least seems ready to hear, while
the workers don’t seem as willing to
talk. That’s a missed opportunity.

Christians Are Timid.

A 2012 Lifeway Research study found that
80% of churchgoing Protestants believe they
have a responsibility to share their faith, but on-
ly 39% have actually shared with someone how
to become a Christian in the past six months. In
other words, a lot of people think they should
share their faith, but they don’t often do so.

As I head to Wheaton College to take a newly
created endowed chair, I’'m aware of the man it
is named after—Billy Graham. He was known
for many things that should be part of our repu-
tation as well. He cared for the hurting, sought
to bring peace to tumultuous times, and part-
nered with others for the greater good. Ulti-
mately, however, he was mostly known for one
thing: sharing the gospel.

And we should do the same today.

In Jesus’ last words before he ascended, he said
we are to “make disciples of all nations.”

Evangelism isn’t just one part of our calling. It
is central to our calling. Jesus’ last words
should be our first priority.

©Are You Willing to Talk About Jesus? - out-
reachmagazine.com
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However, meeting the increased demand for
these services during challenging economic
times has been no easy task. Resources are
stretched, and, like many, we have been im-
pacted by rising costs and a reduction in
available funding. But with God’s faithful pro-
vision and the support of those who believe in

o

our mission, we are pressing forward, confident
that He will supply all we need to continue
serving our military families.

To Our Faithful Donors

To those who have faithfully supported CMF,
we want to extend a heartfelt thank you. It is
because of your generosity that we have been
able to reach so many lives, and we are not
seeking additional gifts from those who already
give. Your faithfulness is a true blessing, and
we remain deeply grateful for your commitment
to walking alongside us in this work.

A Call for New Partners in Faith

For those who may 7 .
be hearing about
CMF for the first
time or who have
considered partner-
ing with us, we in-
vite you to prayer- |
fully consider sup-
porting this ministry. With every gift, you help
us strengthen and grow programs that bring
the hope of Christ to those who bear the bur-
den of defending our nation. Even a small
monthly contribution helps us continue provid-
ing trauma recovery resources, Bible studies,
community prayer groups, and much-needed
personal counseling for service members and
their families.

Together, we can be the hands and feet of Jesus
to those in need, providing hope, healing, and
purpose to those who serve and protect us.
Through your partnership, we can ensure that
every military member and family who reaches
out to us is met with open arms, resources, and
the love of Christ.

Thank you for considering joining us in this
mission. May God bless you for your prayers,
encouragement, and support as we continue to
serve America’s military community with the
hope and love that only He can provide.

With deepest gratitude,
Your Brothers and Sisters at
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